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never used to, then it probably is infected. If you have 
never done a Spyware scan then I can almost guarantee 
there is Spyware on your system slowing things down 
and snooping on you. It can also compromise your 
privacy, providing outsiders with information about your 
computer habits. If a Spyware program installs a key 
logger it can even capture your keystrokes and send it to 
a third party. This can potentially expose your user IDs 
and passwords to thieves. Some Spyware are Trojans 
which allow someone to log into your computer 
remotely and use it for their own purposes like sending 
spam or launching malicious attacks on other computers 
on the Internet, making it look like you are at fault. 
Spyware generally gets installed on your computer via 
your e-mail and web usage. The best way to minimize 
your chances of being infected is to stay off of unknown 
websites and not to open e-mails that you are not 
expecting. But once infected the best program to clean 
such software off your computer is Spybot - Search & 
Destroy. It is free and can be found at download.com.  
 
Adware 
Adware is a close relative of Spyware. Adware is 
software that is installed on your computer to show you 
advertisements. By doing so, it can also slow your PC by 
using valuable systems resources and slow your internet 
connection by using bandwidth to retrieve 
advertisements. In addition, Adware can increase the 
instability of your system because many Adware 
applications are not programmed well. And most 
importantly Adware can annoy you and waste huge 
amounts of your time by popping unwanted ads onto 
your screen, which requires you to close them before 
you can get back to using your computer. The best way 
to minimize your chances of being infected is to stay off 
of unknown websites and do not open e-mails that you 
are not expecting. This easily can be cleaned off of your 
system by using a free program called Ad-Aware SE 
also found at download.com. 
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